
Unit 5 Music Parents Meeting Minutes – December 1, 2020 

ZOOM MEETING 

BOARD ATTENDANCE: 

Present: Karen Fryer, President 

Present: Glen Simpson, Vice President 

Present: Holly Johnson, Secretary 

Present: Mary Robinson, Treasurer 

    Vicki Trimpe, Asst. Treasurer 

    Susan Messman, Asst. Treasurer 

GENERAL ATTENDANCE:  

 See end of minutes for full attendance list at the end of this report 

Meeting called to order at 7:03 PM by the U5MP President Karen Fryer on ZOOM meeting. 
Approval of November 2020 Minutes Motion made by Kimberly to approve November meeting minutes. Seconded 

by Mary. All were in favor.  

TREASURER REPORTS:  

Balance is $7,645.70 as of October 31st. Everything else seems to be going okay. Auditor has filed for an 

extension for the 990 Informational return for the Fiscal Year ended 5/31/2020. 

 

DIRECTORS’ REPORTS:  

*****CHIDDIX JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL ***** 

Chiddix Junior High Band:  
Tricia Ogdon (Director) SELF 
We are so excited to have our new projector installed in the band room.  The screen that the IT department had on 
hand is too small for the size of the wall/room so a larger screen will be the next item purchased before students 
return to in-person learning, whenever that may be. 
 
The 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students are each working on a holiday piece that I am going to try to edit together to 
have it as close to a group performance as possible.  Students and families loved this when we recorded the “Charger 
Song” in May so hopefully this one turns out as well.  
 

Chiddix Junior High Choir:  
Julia Beer (Director) NO REPRESENTAIVE 

Thanks to the music parents for all of their efforts with the “unraiser”.  I am grateful for the funds raised for each of 
my programs. 
 
I sent an invite to the families of both schools, encouraging them to join our Music Parents Group.  I also sent a 
request to Chiddix parents, asking for a parent representative.  I have nothing new to report for the choirs.  Each 
school started their second quarter assessment project yesterday.  That’s pretty much it.  
 

Chiddix Junior High Orchestra:  
Kimberly Boehm (Director) SELF 
Not much new to report for Chiddix Orchestra! We are chugging along in remote learning again. During our few 
weeks of hybrid learning, students enjoyed using the new stands we purchased as well as getting the opportunity to 
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use the new projector in class! Both myself and the students are all looking forward to the time when it is safe to 
perform together again. I would also like to share that Chiddix Orchestras were selected to perform at the 2022 
Illinois Music Educators Conference! 
 

*****EVANS JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL ***** 

Evans Junior High Band: 
Krista Beddings (Director) 

N0 REPORT / NO REPRESENTATIVE 

Evans Junior High Orchestra:  
Elizabeth Fontana (Director) SELF 
Not much is going on right now... 

 ILMEA had a virtual festival on Nov 14. The 9 orchestra students who attended/were selected sounded like they 
enjoyed it and had a great experience! 

 Remote learning is going well! We're hoping to have a recording of a winter tune put together to share with 
parents later this month. 

That is about it! Thank you for running the fundraiser! It's super helpful!! 

 

Evans Junior High Choir:  
Julia Beer (Director) NONE 

Thank You!  I wanted to thank you for the generous donations received as part of the Unit 5 Music Parents CO-
VOIDED Fundraiser.  While we fell short of our $800 goal, I am so grateful for the $435 you donated on behalf of your 
students.  While the recent announcement, extending our full remote learning status is discouraging, I remain 
hopeful that we will have the opportunity to sing together again this year.  Plans are being made for next semester, 
and the funds you have provided will allow me to continue working on safe ways to sing together in person! 

If you wanted to make a donation, but missed the window of opportunity provided by the U5 Music Parents group, I 
can assure you that OUR window is always open!  If you would like to contribute to the choir program, you may 
continue to do so AT ANY TIME, by donating directly to Evans Junior High, ATTN: Choir Program. 

ASSESSMENT  PROJECT:  Choir Students in 6th, 7th & 8th grades began working on a project yesterday, that will serve 
as their Semester 2 assessment.  Each class has materials provided to them on their respective Google Classroom 
pages, in addition to our "in class" instruction.  They will submit a Flipgrid video of their performance on December 17 
& 18.  It is important that they keep up with the schedule, posted for their class, and that they use the provided 
recordings to practice outside of class time.  I am looking forward to hearing them! 

*****KINGSLEY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL ***** 

Kingsley Junior High Band: 
Becky Meadows (Director) SELF 
I would love to say that Kingsley Bands have been working toward some really great performances, but we are mostly 

just trying to survive.  It is hard.  It is hard on me.  It is hard for the kids.  It is hard for the parents.  Having the kids 

come back to in-person learning was the best!  I did not realize just how much I missed them until they were there.  I 
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loved seeing their smiling faces and hearing music in my room again.  However, having in-person kids plus a camera 

with kids on a Google Meet in every rehearsal was one of the hardest things I have done in my teaching career.  It 

was almost a relief to have them all in remote again.   

During the last week of in-person learning, we started working on Christmas music.  I think it gave us all a little bit of 
joy that we have needed.  I had many emails that week from parents saying how much they were enjoying hearing 
their kids play Christmas music.  Score!  We will not be giving a concert, but I hope to make recordings of each of 
them for their families.   
 
Jazz band was up and running before we went back to remote, and we had so much fun!  I am fortunate to have a 
perfect instrumentation and kids who really want to play and do well.  We are hoping they will allow activities to 
meet in person again soon, but in the meantime, I plan to start meeting virtually with them.  I am are also starting to 
prepare for virtual solo and ensemble contest in February.  Not sure how that will work, but we are going to give it a 
try.   
 
Thank you for all you are doing!  I/we appreciate all of your fundraising efforts and the encouragement you give 
us.  Our programs are definitely better for it.  You are very much appreciated.   
 
Finally, from Kingsley Bands, I would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a relaxing holiday season.  I know it 
is probably not going to be what we want or have had in the past, but I am sure that, if we look, we will find joy in 
places we might not have looked in a regular Christmas season.   

 

Kingsley Junior High Orchestra: 
Chris Golick (Director)  
N0 REPORT / NO REPRESENTATIVE 
 

Kingsley Junior High Choir:  
Katie Bruton (Director) SELF 

 THANK YOU to our music parents for such a successful fundraiser! I know a lot of work went into it, and I'm so 
grateful.  

 We are still navigating remote learning, and I am doing my best to keep my students engaged and singing. 
 We are working on a winter solo song/carol project since we cannot have a concert like in typical years. We are still 

learning the vocabulary, techniques, solfege, etc. that we learn when singing choral music, but I decided to do solos 
instead. The goal of this project is that students will pick one of the songs from the collection, practice it with the 
accompaniment track (thanks, Julie Ryan!!) and perform it for a loved one. It can be their family members in their 
household, or it can be recorded to send to a loved one who they cannot be with right now. My students are 
engaged with the project and are enjoying learning a mix of winter solo songs and carols.  

 

*****PARKSIDE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL ***** 

Parkside Junior High Band 
Jennifer Bolton (Director) SELF 

 Each band had the opportunity to record a live stream concert when we were in hybrid learning.  

 Each band is currently working on Holiday Music.  
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 The Jazz Band has been suspended for the time being. They were working on holiday music to be combined with 
the HS for a Holiday Performance Option.  

 Each band will begin chamber music for the new semester.  

 IGSMA Solo Ensemble Contest will be virtual this year. The kids are choosing if they wish to perform. All 
recordings will need to be turned in to Mrs. Bolton no later than Feb. 19th 

 The PJHS Band program would like to thank everyone for their help and support. The fundraiser that just ended is 
much appreciated. We really appreciate all of your help and support! 

 

Parkside Junior High Orchestra:  
Angie Stalter (Director) SELF 

 10 students participated in ILMEA Junior orchestra and participated in the virtual session on November 14. 

 Four weeks of hybrid instruction made best of the worst circumstances. The kids were absolutely amazing.  

 The things we have asked our students to do is huge! What our students have been able to do for us is also huge. 
This is hard for them but they are able to still do their best because this is our new normal for the time being. 

 Solo and ensemble is our next goal. A lot of details to still figure out for the kids to participate in ensembles. Most 
of my students choose ensembles over solos.  

 Thank you so much for spearheading the Co-Voided fundraiser. I certainly appreciate all of the time and 
effort you put into this to benefit the music programs in Unit 5. 

 

Parkside Junior High Choir:  
Katie Bruton (Director) SELF 

 THANK YOU to our music parents for such a successful fundraiser! I know a lot of work went into it, and I'm so 
grateful.  

 We are still navigating remote learning, and I am doing my best to keep my students engaged and singing. 
 We are working on a winter solo song/carol project since we cannot have a concert like in typical years. We are still 

learning the vocabulary, techniques, solfege, etc. that we learn when singing choral music, but I decided to do solos 
instead. The goal of this project is that students will pick one of the songs from the collection, practice it with the 
accompaniment track (thanks, Julie Ryan!!) and perform it for a loved one. It can be their family members in their 
household, or it can be recorded to send to a loved one who they cannot be with right now. My students are 
engaged with the project and are enjoying learning a mix of winter solo songs and carols.  

 

*****NORMAL COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL ***** 

 

Normal Community High School Band: 
Lance Meadows (Director) HOLLY JOHNSON 

N0 REPORT  

Normal Community High School Orchestra:  
Melissa Seibenthal (Director) ROY GUZMAN  

 The purchase of Smart Music subscriptions for each student has become a valuable resource for running online 
rehearsals and helping students learn their parts more independently at home. 

 13 out of 15 students participated in the ILMEA program Nov 21st and had a good time. 
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 Thank you to all those who donated to the Spaghetti Supper Co-Voided Fundraiser  
 

Normal Community High School Choir:  
Ben Luginbuhl (Director) MONICA BACA 

 Our 29 ILMEA participants had a great "festival" day of masterclasses with professional musicians from across the 
country on Nov. 21. They were very informative and helpful for the students. We will find out who was selected 
for All-State on December 13. 

 Chorale and Mixed Chorale were lucky enough to get a fall semester concert recording done on the last day we 
were at school, November 17. Some of our remote-only students had never sung with people since last year! I am 
really proud of the work these students did - it can be very intimidating to sing 6 feet apart with masks on. If 
you're interested in seeing the final video, click here. 

 Chamber Choir was supposed to be recording their Madrigal Dinner music this week, as it is traditionally when 
we have our show. Since we are not allowed to come in, that has been postponed until we can get back to 
school. Crossing my fingers that they'll allow "clubs" and sports to meet again for the last few weeks of school so 
we can squeeze it in. If not, we made an "emergency" recording after the Chorale groups on Nov. 17 so we at 
least have our Christmas songs recorded. I told the students we'll record something in costume when we can, 
even if it's in March! It's our 20th anniversary for Madrigal Dinners, and we're not missing a year.  

 Our Concert Choirs (Treble & Baritone Choir) were supposed to record music together on Nov. 19, so that had to 
be cancelled. Students have learned 2 songs with their choir, as well as a solo that they'll be recording next week. 
They're working hard! 

 Next semester, I hope to revive our a cappella ensembles. We'll also be focusing on recruiting students from the 
junior highs to sign up for high school choir. 

 Finally, a huge thank you to U5MP for the fundraising campaign! I'm thankful we were able to meet our 
fundraising goal. Your support is so greatly appreciated. Thank you! 

 

*****NORMAL COMMUNITY WEST HIGH SCHOOL ***** 

Normal Community West High School Band:  
Lisa Preston (Director) | Ryan Budzinski (Director) 

Band coordinated a Veteran’s Day recording with the social studies program.  
Confirmed dine-to-donate fundraisers coming up in December for Normal West Bands. 

 Thursday December 10 - Portillos 

Normal Community West High School Orchestra:  
Kimberly Martin-Boyd (Director) – Tanya Waninger & Krista Gaff 

 ILMEA - We had 12 students make the District 3 Orchestra, we are anxiously awaiting the results to see if any of 

them will represent West at All State.  ILMEA is looking at pushing back the All State Festival with hopes of still 

being able to have it. 

 Spaghetti Co-Voided - Had a positive response, although many donations were from people outside the orchestra, 
alumni, etc. 

 We are waiting to hear if we will be able to meet in club format to record some sort of performance in 
December.  With today's announcement of staying remote through the end of the semester that makes things 
very difficult.  I hope that we can at least get those who are comfortable to record a few pieces and show what we 
have been working on. 

https://youtu.be/JZC48TFI9gc
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 Big news - in the last month West Orchestra was invited to participate in the National Orchestra Cup (invitation 
only festival in NYC) which is pushed back to Spring of 2022 (Mr. Johnson gave it a big, we will see;) AND we were 
selected to perform at the ILMEA All-State Festival.  Due to the nature of this school year we are also allowed to 
push this performance back to January 2022.. so it sounds like 2022 will be a big year for Normal West Orchestras 

 

Normal Community West High School Choir:  
Sara Williams (Director)  

N0 REPORT / NO REPRESENTIVE  

 

*****NORMAL MARCHING BAND ***** 

Normal Marching Band (NMB) 

Multiple Directors (Lance, Lisa and Ryan) 

Winter Guard tryouts were postponed due to the district putting a pause on all after school activities beginning 

11/1/8/2020. 

OLD BUSINESS:  

Discussed the CO-VOIDED fundraiser, the success and the nuts and bolts of behind the scenes on the program itself. 

Mary shared the screen to show us what she sees. 

There is a transfer fee for the matching donations. Mary discussed that and why. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

With the $678.00 in general donations we would like (and seem that all are in agreement) to make sure that all 

programs have at least $600.00. There are 3 programs that did not get the minimum donations as they would have in 

the past years during the Spaghetti Supper, the 3 programs were combined  $274.71 short.  

We voted on bringing up every program to $600.00 with the general fund that was collected.  

Motion to donate every program: MONICA made the motion, KRISTA seconded. All in favor. We will close this on 

Friday, December 4, 2020 at 5:00 PM and any program that has not reached $600.00 will be funded up to that 

amount.  

Glen wanted to see how many people donated vs how many people bought tickets last year or in past years.  The 
best available comparison for how the online fundraiser performed compared to the Spaghetti Supper Dinners is the 
actual funds raised. Would be interesting how many families purchased tickets, but not sure we can keep that data. 
Question would be…what percentage of the families are giving?  
 
A discussion occurred on this topic as part of the meeting. The number of families that are in the 18 music programs 
was not known and is not information that would necessarily be available to us or of use. Even if the music directors 
provided the information it would not be a unique count since a family could have children in more than one 
program. From past Spaghetti Suppers we did not keep track of the number of families that purchased tickets. We 
only kept track of the number of tickets sold. The best comparison for how the online fundraiser performed 
compared to the Spaghetti Supper Dinners is the actual funds raised. 
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As of the close of the fundraiser on 12/5/2020, donations of $23,340 were made through GoFundMe. After the fees 
are deducted, U5MP received $22,766.09. A comparison to the funds raised through ticket sales is provided for 
reference. The online fundraiser outperformed the Spaghetti Supper but the circumstances of why this fundraiser 
was completed in this manner was unique for 2020 due to the pandemic and several programs used the online 
fundraiser option to replace other fundraising efforts that couldn't take place in person and would not have been 
associated with the Spaghetti Supper in prior years.  
 

 

******************************************************************************** 

Holly motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Angela seconded. Meeting adjourned @8:17 PM 

Next Meeting is on February 2, 2021   

LIST OF ATTENDEES

See screen capture images for Zoom attendance 17 in attendance.  

 


