
Music Parents Minutes- November 23, 2015 

 

Meeting began at 6:33PM 

Dr. Daniel and several directors were in attendance so we started with introductions of those in attendance.   

Secretary’s report: 
Copies from last meeting were available.  No additional changes were needed. April moved and Teri seconded. 
 
Treasurer Report 
$8242 profit from Spaghetti Supper so we are able to give each group $650 this year. 
 
Directors’ reports: 

Chiddix: 

 Band- 5th grade Christmas concert will be with high school bands at the BCPA. 

             6th-8th concert coming up in December, also. 

Choir- No report 

Orchestra- No report 

Evans:             

 8 IMEA orchestra, 4-5 IEMA band, 15 IEMA choir 

Band- No report 

Choir- No report 

Orchestra- Concert coming up in December.  After the spaghetti supper, the Evans orchestra received a complementary 

note from the composer of one of the songs they played.   

Parkside:  

Orchestra- 7/8 combined concert at spaghetti supper.  5/6 concert and 7/8 concert Christmas concert coming up.  8th 

grade will be going to the Chicago Symphony in February.  

Band- 5 kids at IEMA. Mrs. Bolton is IEMA coordinator for this district 

  5th grade joining high schools for the Christmas Concert at BCPA 

  7/8 grade Christmas concert in December 

  Jazz band/Honor band Christmas concert in December, also 

  6th graders recording and putting in Dropbox for families to access 

Kingsley:  

IEMA 10 choir, 10 orchestra, 8 bands 

Orchestra- Concerts coming up in December. 140 students in 5th grade orchestra. 

Band-  150 students in 5th grade band. Concerts were the same night as ISU basketball so the parking at Kingsley was 

crazy.  Jazz band started in Oct. 

Normal Community: 

Choir- 1 jazz IEMA, 23 IEMA, Madrigals coming up Dec. 4/5th 

             Holiday concert coming up in December 

Orchestra- 14 IEMA, 3 for All State 

       12 chamber groups played at Meadows of Mercy Creek on Veteran’s Day 

        Madigral and 8th grade orientation coming up in December. 

Band-   Collaborating  with Normal West band  for Christmas concert at the BCPA including Chiddix and PJHS 5th grade 

bands for this collaboration.  There will be over 500 musicians performing at two separate performances that evening.  

Normal West: 

IEMA- 4 vocal jazz, 2 band jazz, 23 band, 9 orchestra, 6 choir 

Band- Winter Guard, Percussion Ensembles, and  Jazz Bands (50 students) have started.  Holiday choirs are formed for 

the month of December.  They have 100 students with 8 community gigs for these student lead groups 

Orchestra- Christmas concert will be at IWU.  Chamber orchestra will be joined by chamber winds for part of the 

concert. 



Dr. Daniel’s Remarks-  

 Meet with Lisa and Karin about Music Parents and hopes to continue to meet with them throughout the year. 

 5th grade-12th grade level of musicianship in Unit 5 is incredible 

 Public education is at a tipping point 

Dr. Daniel and the board had just returned from the School Board conference.  The funding in public 

school has declined by 3.7 billion since 2009 in the State of Illinois.  It is very important that we address 

legislators now!  The education funding formula in Illinois is broken and needs to be fixed.  Depending 

on where students live, there is a huge disparity of funding.  Dr. Daniel considers Unit 5 a best buy 

district with everything we are able to do with $5800 per student.  Legislators need to hear from the 

community that programs need to continue to grow and evolve so kids can be successful adults.  The 

Charters and vouchers that are being discussed will take away from public education. 

 State superintendent’s message- We need to figure out ways to support our local public education 

 Classroom dollars are being taken for transportation (1 million in the red) because of the lack of  

               funding.  Causing large class sizes.  Level of instruction will continue to be impacted.   

 Great things in Unit 5- Co-curricular classes           

 We should be growing performing arts not looking at how we can just sustained them 

 Strategic Planning- 

1. Plans to board by end of January about facilities and transportation. 

2. Health/Life safety bonds are being released.  Unit 5 needs to go after these zero interest bonds.  

$37 million dollars on upgrading buildings- HVAC upgrades, parking lots 

3. 64% of property taxes go to education funding 

4. Co- curricular is not a substantial cost to the district 

5. Transportation- times are going to change.  Looking at a two tier system with 5th grade through 

12th graders on the same bus.  There will be less stops.  They are looking at true ridership vs. 

signed up for ridership (10, 500 riders per week).  Buses need to be reduced to 116 from 134.  

There will probably be some bugs with the changes. 

6. Crowding Community vs West needs to be dealt with.  Not looking at building. Where is the flow 

of students?  Portables are not option that Dr. Daniel favors.  There may be some redistricting 

between Community and West.   

7. Blended learning/Virtual learning 5 schools/1 campus 

8. Mental health concerns in every building.  We need to be talking about it and collaborating about 

how we address it.  $90+ general budget- $24 million special needs.  Unit 5 needs help with 

facilities and training for mental health.  Talk to your councilmen, eldermen about letting District 

87 and Unit 5 about being part of the 1 cent sales tax for mental health. 

Questions for Dr. Daniel-  

What is the timeframe for transportation?  Proposal by March for approval to start next year. 

What might the school times look like? One sceneiro is 7:45 junior high, 8:00 high school, 8:45 elementary  

Any changes at the elementary level with neighborhood schools? Dr. Daniel feels neighborhood schools are valuable at 

elementary schools 

Are both high schools the same size? Footprint is the same at both schools except the parking lot at West is smaller. 

What is the goal for redistricting at the high schools? 1900 at West/2100 at Community would be a great goal. 

Both schools got the $100,000 Celebrate My Drive- Schools will decide how that money is spent?  The schools did the 

work for the money and they will decide how it is to be spent within the parameters of the grant. 

 



Pending for next meeting- 

 Board member duties 

 Directors surveys.  Thanks to Kim for creating the survey. 

 

A few thoughts from the directors in attendance- 

 Ms. Preston suggests that Music Parents start looking at numbers in programs not only in Unit 5 but around the 

area to help the district see discrepencies with teachers, instruments, uniforms, concert uniforms, class sizes 

(UEFA). 

 Directors are starting to feel that they are at the tipping point also.  Extra curriculars are close to the chopping 

block because of the directors’ time.   

 As they look at the redistricting, they need to look numbers and instrumentation. 

 Directors would love to talk to anyone who would like to help with advocacy. 

 Presence at the board meetings advocating for a STEAM curriculum is a good idea. 

Meeting adjorned at 8:30 

Motion by Mary and seconded by Dianne 

 

 

 


