
September 28, 2015 Unit 5 Music Parents Meeting Minutes 

Motion to open at 6:33 by Tara Barth  2nd: none 

In attendance: Kim Schneider, Dianne McGraw, Jamie Beilfuss, Tara Barth, Jim Barth, Mary Robinson, 

Karin Nowers, Lisa Albaugh, Kelli Halsey, Kathleen Lipka, Kimberly Kern, and Narmin Nepomuceno 

Introductions 

Changes to treasurer section of August 2015 minutes from last meeting will be sent by Jamie.   

Tara updated Spaghetti Supper minutes from August 2015 to reflect cookies costing 17 cents each 

instead of 12 cents as stated in minutes. 

Karin made motion to approve August minutes with these changes, Dianne seconded 

Treasurer report-  

A-Jamie and Dianne are working to get Quick Books set up for this year.   

B- Savings account has been closed.  That money was transferred to the checking account.   

C- $100 was put in travel checking account for directors when they need “blank” checks.  Diane has a 

form which will be printed on blue to request blank checks.  Question about this account from new 

member.  This travel account was located so that directors can have access to blank checks when 

traveling without having access to the entire balance of MP checking account.  The expectation for 

directors will be that receipts are turned in one week after trip.   

D-Treasurers are following up with directors about W-9 and the importance of complete information.  

Only one W-9 is required per person unless there has been an address change.  

E-Treasurers are creating one contract for services for all groups to use instead of each group having 

their own.   

President’s Report- 

A- Communication with district is first goal for Lisa and Karin.  Dayna Brown has agreed to set up a 

meeting for them with Dr. Daniel.  Kelli shared that Ms. Preston thought it would be a good idea to 

invite Dr. Daniel to a U5 Music Parents meeting.  In the past, other superintendents have been invited 

and have came to speak to the group. 

B- Lisa met with Dayna Brown about webpage at the beginning of September.  Unit 5 will provide a 

home for our link or will let us create a website using Schoolwires. If we go with Schoolwires, Unit 5 can 

filter users when the person maintaining the website leaves the organization.  They also could shutdown 

the webpage which would be a disadvantage.   



C-There was a lengthy discussion about communication this year and the lack of communication in the 

past.  For example, how the spaghetti supper is advertise.  It has not really been advertised except to 

music groups performing in the past.  Could spaghetti supper be advertised in announcements at each 

school?  Prairieland and Grove may pilot selling spaghetti supper ticket sales.  A Music parents rep. 

should go to board meeting at end of October to invite board members to spaghetti supper. 

D-There is a letter that has been written and directors will be asked to distribute to each family.  This 

letter will be emailed on Tuesday. One music reps was identified in each building who will encourage 

directors to send this communication home.  This communication should be done the first week of 

October.  This will be a good time to ask for names of organizations’ reps if they have not been 

identified. 

Spaghetti supper-  

A- Tara has contacted Avantis’ prices will remain the same this year.   

B- She has gotten quote on cookies from Hy-Vee for 20 cents per cookie.  Discussion about cookies 

should we go with larger cookies or smaller cookies.  If Hy-vee will match cookie prices with Jewel we 

will go to them otherwise, we will stick with Jewel since there has not been a complaint about cookie 

sizes.  

B- Prices are $7.00 for regular meals and gluten free will be $11.00.   

C- West- Ticket sells start next Monday, Oct. 5.  Email about ticket sells to directors this Thursday or 

Friday.  Packets will be delivered to schools on Monday (Oct. 5).  Students get order form that they 

return with check.   Treasurers will pick up money from directors after advance sales end (Thursday, Oct. 

22). Community’s timeline will probably be a week later.  Question about if we should sell tickets at 

October concerts?   

D- One volunteer sign up genius for entire evening.  Stage hands are included in sign up genius.  Tara will 

create the Sign Up Genius using Unit 5 Music parents email. 

E- Jim suggested having someone from Music Parents speak before each group at the Spaghetti Suppers.  

A suggestion was made to put out a donation jar or donation line on the order forms for people who 

don’t want to eat but still want to support the Music Programs. 

Board Positions- 

A-Secretary position- Joy has stepped down from this position this year. Kelli Halsey has volunteered to 

take over. 

Narmin made a motion to elect Kelli to this position.  Kathleen seconded it. 

B-The group would like a Webmaster and Publicity person.  These will be solicited for in letter to families 

that directors are being asked to send. 



New Business-  

A-October 20th is the Strategic Planning Meeting for Unit 5.  Mr. Swallow asked that Music Parents 

attend. Music Parents would like representation at this meeting. Kelli , Karin, and Narmin will be in 

attendance.  Discussed the importance of anyone representing Music Parents to talk about all music 

programs.     

B- Ms. Preston would like us to get data about student/director ratio in other music programs in our 

area.  Narmin indicated that statistics need to be followed up with a plan based on what she has learned 

about how Dr. Daniel leads. 

C- At the Oct. 26th meeting, we will discuss plans on attending board meetings.   

D- We will also discuss a survey for directors.  What do directors want from Music Parents? We want 

them to become invested in the Unit 5 Music Parents group. Start thinking about what kind of questions 

should be included in  the survey. 

E- Should we have a spring event like the spaghetti supper? 

F- Facebook page needs to be revamped. 

Dianne motions to adjourn.  Karin seconded.  

 

 


